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Session topic
· This workshop is about how alternative approaches to water management
policy are feasible in developed and developing countries
Objective of
· The workshop aims to explore the financial tradeoffs that are necessary for
the session
implementation of adaptive measures; thus providing long term strategies
that are cost-effective and reflective of stakeholder values about modes of
adaptation to the consequences of climate change. It compares lessons learnt
from Bangladesh, Florida (USA) and The Netherlands.
Main conclusions and lessons learnt from the presentations
Tidal River Management (TRM) in Bangladesh
The Bangladesh delta faces many typical delta issues like land
subsidence, flooding and salt intrusion. TRM is introduced to
allow tidal movement and sedimentation (counteracting
subsidence) in parts of coastal polders. This decreases
sedimentation and creates discharge capacity in rivers.
Farmers receive crop compensation when their land is
inundated. Remaining challenges related to this promising
approach lie in revising existing policies and institutional
setup, better coordination between authorities, and faster
payment of compensation.
South Florida’s approach to water governance
Florida is USA’s most vulnerable state in relation to flooding
and climate change. The regional counties organised
themselves in the “Counties compact” and developed a
“Climate Action Plan” to respond to climate change. Small
scale pilots “Adaptation Action Areas” have been set up.
They are funded by a P5 arrangement including public (multilevel), private, non-profit and philanthropic organisations and
people. Remaining challenges include finding more, long
term funding and encouraging private insurers and citizens
insurance.
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The Dutch Delta programme
The Dutch Delta programme was started to keep the
Netherlands a good, safe and attractive place to live and
work in now and in the future. Basic values are solidarity,
flexibility and sustainability. The Dutch use multi level
governance, joint fact finding and strategy development to
collect creative and innovative ideas, develop synergies
with local developments and build social acceptance. The
programme is institutionally embedded in the Delta
commissioner, Delta Fund, Delta Act, Delta Program and
Delta Decisions. The Delta Program Commissioner fosters
cooperation and formulates advise for formal decisionmaking. Examples of what happens in the Delta Program
are pilots for climate resilient design and waterproof urban
(re)construction. These are typical long-term adaptation measures that also have short term
benefits, such as improved urban spatial quality
Main conclusions of the discussion
TRM is a promising approach for Bangladesh, but it needs to be integrated in a holistic concept,
paying attention to local socio-economic impacts besides technical impacts. It can be
implemented fast as part of the Delta Plan, starting with a pilot and then up scaling it. Close
cooperation with local villages is needed, as well as an improved institutional set-up.
The bottom up “Counties compact” to deal with climate change is revolutionary in the USA. The
political culture is normally more top-down. However, at Federal and State level, many politicians
regard climate change as a “left wing conspiracy”. But the question remains whether this
partnership will be able to fund and implement increased protection levels. And how many
Katrina’s have to happen before the US national government will take action on a large scale?
The Dutch Delta programme is successful as a collaborative planning programme. Still, it will take
a huge effort to implement the spatial adaptation plans that reduce flood risk. As the Dutch have
high protection levels, there are few incentives for municipalities to come into action, and adjust
building codes for example. There is no legal instrument yet to enforce spatial adaptation.
Main result or conclusion of the session
In order to enable climate change adaptation, you need an appealing encompassing plan: a step
by step approach with short term and long term benefits. Although there is no one size fits all
approach, Bangladesh, USA and the Netherlands can learn from each other!
Most exciting insights or outcomes
·
“If you want to go fast, go alone. If you want to go far, go together.” Presentation of Karen
Langbehn
·
“Common ground among stakeholders is required for joint implementation of climate
adaptation. Stewardship about future generations may be an appealing common ground
for climate adaptation in different cultures. Let’s start promoting this!” Mr. Thomas,
lawyer, USA
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